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flat roofs, &c., the cracks are a source of danger and give
ready entrance to unwelcome rain. The usual method of
preventing these cracks is to lay the concrete in more or
less distinct masses of moderate size, but different means
of doing this are adopted for different purposes, and these
will be severally considered in the chapters on walls, paving,
and roofs.
The fine cracks, known as "hair cracks" or "crazing,"
which sometimes appear on the surface of concrete, arc
probably due to the use of a finishing coat too rich in
cement Mr. A. C. Davis * says that they may occur " in
work carried out with the soundest and best-made cements,"
and that " no cement should be used in the dressing of con-
crete work without being well mixed with sand or other very
fine aggregate."
* See article on " Portland Cement" in The Stone Trades Journal^
March, 1904.